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Eli Klein Gallery is honored to present “Andrius Alvarez-Backus: I Want to Know, I Need to Know,” the artist’s first 
solo exhibition with the gallery, debuting six major multimedia sculptures and a series of works on panel. Emerging 
from a series of health incidents experienced by the artist and his family over the past year, the exhibition examines 
the intersection of the artist’s primal pursuit of self-knowledge and the denial of a fully transparent answer in its 
process. To Alvarez-Backus, knowing begins with urgency and does not end in absolutes—ambiguity is a form of 
truth.  

 
Born to a family of Filipinx medical practitioners, Alvarez-Backus’s 
pursuit of ancestral and family connection is not only the passing 
down of cultural heritage, but also a flesh-bound visceral kinship, 
with his contemporary art practice deeply informed by the study of 
surgical medicine. This brand-new body of work, created during his 
current residency at Smack Mellon, is driven by extrapolated and 
translated surgical gestures: dissection and resection, incision and 
excision. These decisive cuts signal a yearning to reveal the 
subcutaneous, even when what is revealed ultimately produces 
more questions. 
 
In “Are You Still Strong Enough?,”  a reclaimed Wonder Horse toy 
was deified through the application of bronze patina. A sutured 
wound was meticulously sculpted down the abdomen of the animal, 
which is hung vertically. In this work, Alvarez-Backus finds a 
balance between gesturing as a means to alter and sculpting as a 
means to create. The decisive cut becomes metaphorical in “I Was 
Softer Then,” where a spliced disco ball reveals its interior anatomy 
to resemble the cross-section of a human thigh. If surgeons cut to 
mend what is supposed to be there, Alvarez-Backus’s wishful 
cutting instead reveals the tenderness of his subconscious. For 
Alvarez-Backus, exposure does not equate to legibility. 
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If anatomy calls for deductions, Alvarez-Backus also extends his 
imaginary procedures on the other side of the spectrum: extension 
and generation. “You Took Your Time With Me” witnesses shoots 
of bamboo growing out of a pair of feet that were displaced, 
rendering the new limbs fluid, resilient, and prone to 
arrangements. On the other hand, “To Whom I Belong” depicts a 
half chair precariously leaning against the wall while supporting a 
half phallus. The artist questions the definitive belonging of 
knowledge by asking whether a piece of furniture grows into a 
body part, or a body part materializes into an object with a 
utilitarian purpose. Perhaps there exists a state between absolute 
agency and passivity, where knowledge neither acts nor submits. 
 
In the wall-based assemblages, reclaimed textiles act as 
surrogates for flesh and sources of comfort. They are stretched, 
torn, split apart, and held together at the seams, and in that 
tension reveal resilience and care. Many of these familiar forms 
undergo a process of slicing and splicing, which allows them to 
register both violence and trauma as well as the gradual 
progression toward healing and grafting. This duality becomes a 
material metaphor for rupture and repair. Installed consecutively 
over the long gallery wall, a series of ten flat works form a skin of 
sorts that is simultaneously connected and ruptured. Like individual cells sharing the same pedigree, these works, 
reminiscent of individuals performing collectively in a society, call for self-generation if one dares to split from their 
kind. Alvarez-Backus demonstrates a worldview of organic separation and re-organization, where rupture becomes 
a condition for kinship rather than its negation.  
 
Turning the gallery into a subcutaneous site,  “I Want to Know, I Need to Know” shares an epistemology that 
mobilizes a range of tools, artistic or surgical, such as life casting, woodworking, clay modeling, painting, drawing, 
cutting, re-constructing, the appropriation of found objects to inspect if the scientifically true and the artistically 
valid can be sutured.  
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About Andrius Alvarez-Backus:  
 
Andrius Alvarez-Backus (b. Warwick, NY) is an interdisciplinary artist working across sculpture, drawing, and 
painting. Through the transformation of everyday objects, he amplifies their poetic connotations to evoke personal 
allegories of intimacy, embodiment, and memory. Using mixed media assemblage, his practice interrogates how 
desire bridges beauty and abjection, and how the semiotics of materials convey cultural meanings. 
 
He received his Bachelor of Fine Arts from The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art (2023), and 
his Master of Fine Arts from Columbia University (2025). His work has been shown internationally at the Wallach 
Art Gallery, Fragment Gallery, SK Gallery, Plato Gallery, Chelsea Walls, Black Brick Project, the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition, and The Blanc, among others. His first museum solo exhibition, "Desastre!," was on 
view at the Fitchburg Art Museum from June through August 2023, where his work is also included in the 
permanent collection. Recent honors include the Richard Lewis Bloch Memorial Prize, the Martin A. Rothenberg 
Travel Fellowship, the D'Arcy Hayman Scholarship, and the Quinta Carolina Scholarship. His work has been featured 
in The Brooklyn Rail, Hyperallergic, and The Boston Art Review. He was the inaugural Nicholas Dahl Visiting Artist 
at the Provincetown Art Association & Museum in 2025. 
 
Alvarez-Backus is currently an artist-in-residence at Smack Mellon 2025-2026, and serves as the Communications 
Director at Queer|Art, the New York City-based nonprofit empowering LGBTQ+ artists across generations and 
disciplines. 
 
Andrius Alvarez-Backus currently lives and works in Brooklyn, NY.  
 
 
 
 
Inquiries: 
Eli Klein Gallery 
Phil Cai, phil@galleryek.com | +1 212-255-4388 
 
 
 
 

 

398 West Street, New York, NY 10014 | T: +1.212.255.4388 | info@galleryek.com | www.galleryek.com 

mailto:info@galleryek.com

