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In “ Deltour,” life's most unanticipated occurrences have guided the artist’s painting and his incorpora-
tion of setbacks have created a visually distinct artistry. “ D@t@Ur "consists of 19 paintings on a variety of
scales, ranging from 16 inches to 10 feet, “detouring” through the totality of the artist’s recent experiments in
painting.

“Detour"

Xiao Kegang'’s practice has centered around the observation of the world from different perspectives and
principles, or “ cognitive alternatives.” A half-face of an owl could resemble an ionic column. A left foot
could invoke a right-leaning shrub. These paintings are visually harmonic, but cognitively puzzling. Xiao Keg-
ang expects viewers to tour through his canvas, identifying their own objects of interest.

Eli Klein Gallery is pleased to present

Xiao Kegang's first solo exhibition in the US.



are often interchangeable in Xiao Kegang's works.

5 for instance, the fruits and
flowers consist of the objects
in the foreground, in the fash-

(%a)ion of a traditional still life

= painting. However, Kegang cre-

"~ ates an airy white line which
connects these items, flatten-

ing the entire surface, causing

The foregrounds and backgrounds

F
%:; the color fields of white to be-

"= come a foreground.

Three large-scale works command
the gallery's back space. With fea-
tures of both cave paintings and
maps, these works are simultaneous-
ly flat and dimensional. They are maz-
es filled with color, content, order, dis-
tortion, proximity and distance.

5 the form of the fish shares intimate
relationships with a bone, a flower, and
some blue clouds. In 1951, American

Z: essayist Clement Greenberg declared

5= Jewish master painter Chaim Soutine’s

8 treatment of fish and flesh

“@®olic,"thanks to its lack of “reas-
suring wmity.” Xiao Kegang's por-

«» trayal on animals offers a similar dis-

%comfort in its lack of “reassuring

Q umity.” In opposition to Soutine’s de-

“ sire to feature his fish and flesh, Xiao

Kegang's bold colors serve the inten-
tion for animals and non-animals to
S become unified.

Viewers may find themselves trapped inside these

paintings in a state of confusion and anxiety, while to-

tally relaxed in the bliss of their abstract beauty.
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Xiao Kegang
Mixed Scenery Il, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
39 3/8 x 54 3/8 inches (100 x 138 cm)
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Xiao Kegang
The Luncheon on the Grass, 2013
Acrylic on canvas
59 x 47 1/4 inches (150 x 120 cm)




Xiao Kegang
Wood in Forest X, 2022
Acrylic on canvas
19 5/8 x 15 3/4 inches (50 x 40 cm)




Xiao Kegang
Wood in Forest lll, 2022
Acrylic on canvas
235/8 x 19 5/8 inches (60 x 50 cm)




Xiao Kegang
Wood in Forest |, 2022
Acrylic on canvas
235/8 x 19 5/8 inches (B0 x 50 cm)




Xiao Kegang
Water in Creek, 2022
Acrylic on canvas
90 1/2 x 118 1/8 inches (230 x 300 cm)



Xiao Kegang
Superimposed Bodies, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
35 3/8 x 47 1/4 inches (90 x 120 cm)



Xiao Kegang
Superimposed Bodies, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
35 3/8 x 47 1/4 inches (90 x 120 cm)



Xiao Kegang
Goya and Flower, 2022
Acrylic and pencil on canvas
47 1/4 x 59 inches (120 x 150 cm)







Xiao Kegang
Anonymous lll, 2020
Acrylic on canvas
54 3/8 x 39 3/8 inches (138 x 100 cm)



Xiao Kegang
Anonymous |, 2020
Acrylic on canvas
47 1/4 x 35 3/8 inches (120 x 90 cm)



Xiao Kegang
The Steep Mountain, 2022
Acrylic on canvas
78 3/4 x 118 1/8 inches (200 x 300 cm)



Xiao Kegang
Still Life, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
39 3/8 x 54 3/8 inches (100 x 138 cm)






Xiao Kegang
Mixed Scenery lll, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
35 3/8 x 47 1/4 inches (90 x 120 cm)



Xiao Kegang
Sapling in Forest 3, 2022
Acrylic on canvas
19 5/8 x 15 3/4 inches (40 x 30 cm)
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Xiao Kegang
Sapling in Wood 2, 2022
Acrylic on canvas
195/8 x 15 3/4 inches (50 x 40 cm)



Xiao Kegang
Mixed Scenery VI, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
59 x 47 1/4 inches (150 x 120 cm)






Xiao Kegang
Sapling in Forest 4, 2022
Acrylic on canvas
19 5/8 x 15 3/4 inches (40 x 30 cm)



Xiao Kegang
Mixed Scenery V, 2021
Acrylic on canvas
38 1/4 x 47 1/4 inches (90 x 120 cm)
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Xiao Kegang

Born 1968 in Sichuan, China. Lives and works in Chengdu, China

EDUCATION

1991 B.A., Fine Arts Department, Southwestern Normal University, Xi'an, China

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2022 Just follow your heart, He Duoling Art Museum, Chengdu, China

2019 Anonymous, A Thousand Plateaus Art Space, Chengdu, China

2017 Darkness in the Light, Surplus Space, Wuhan, China

201 The Peach Garden of Travelling: Untimely Painting, The Art Museum of

Sichuan University, Chengdu, China

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2022 Art Gallery's Eyes—Season Four, Chengdu Art Museum, Chengdu, China
Portraits in Contemporary Art from Sichuan and Chongging, SEN-MUSEUM,
Chengdu, China

2021 Tangle of Revolution and Palitical Soul, Shanghai Gallery of Art, Shanghai
Compounded Performance, Up Art Space, Guiyang, China

2020 Force Majeure, Eli Klein Gallery, New York

2019 Extreme Mix - Guangzhou Airport Biennale 2019, Guangzhou Airport Resort,
Guangzhou, China

2016 NANKAN: Inexplicit Ethics and De-ranking Perspective, Surplus Space, Wuhan,
China

2015 The Spectres in the Double Shadow, Alioth Art Center, Shanghai

2014 Genealogy of Techniques: Form, Conception and Cognition —Painting Practices
of He Duoling and Xiao Kegang, Today Art Museum, Beijing
He Gong and My Friends, A Thousand Plateaus Art Space, Chengdu, China

2012 Annals of Probings on Painting, K. Gallery, Chengdu, China

2008 Four Years Blue House Saving Lives With Art, K. Gallery, Chengdu, China

2007 Labor and Poetry - Art Exhibition, Fei Gallery, Guangzhou, China
Still Sensations: Xiao Kegang & Luo Yinglong, A Thousand Plateaus Art Space,
Chengdu, China

2006 New Power Chinese Contemporary Art Biennale, Yuangong Art Museum,
Shanghai
New Power Beijing Exhibition, TS1 Gallery, Beijing

1991 Chongging Youth Exhibition, Chongqing, China

SELECTED AWARDS

2010 The 2010 Sovereign Asian Art Prize [shortlisted]



H 5Nl

1968 HAEFHEY)I|

2022
2019
2017

20M

TEHRE

2022

2021

2020
2019
2016

2015

> MEEH TIETHERME -

(T B R—HE=RE2022) > RIZEHEARIE > B - FE
(BNl : BR) » TeRZAKZEE > il > FE

(BE%0O) > RIRZEE > X > HE

(FBmIRIER « AN ENSZE) > PUIIRFEEARIE > BER

(EANIEZBR—2BMUZE)
(BHrEH

(BEIFERTISRUSESL) > SCAFHER » L8
CEEEZ) - 26 > 5=FH > FE

(KRR > SE2RIERS » ALY

(RBRESD > T MZEBRER > T M > E
(WE : BREREIE > AMRERIC) > RIRZE
(BERMMRY > THZARH0 > £

> BRERTISEARIE » pRED - FRE
NS ZEARFRIAZY - FISEANIE - BE > PE

18 » HIX » F[E

SEd

2014

2012
2008

2007

2006

1991

FEXRI

2010

(FOEMRIE - o » W51 2%« HRNNSESSEK) -
SHZEANRIE > iER
(I TS5 EATY » TEIRZARZE > & > FE

(RE SPUERY - KBS > BES » FE
(BN F—RZAREREW) - KEE > BRE > PE

(FRSHIEY T MEZE > [ M > PE
(RMNSE—IH v » TRIRZARZEE > BER - FE
GRaNNPESNZARNER)  RSEANE > £

Gh=pN1EREIBRE)
(BEXRMEEER) > EX > HE

» TS jtﬁi

Sovereign/REIMZARZE (AFH)



KL

EL] 5%

E[N]

Organizer: Eli Klein
Cover Design: Wu Di
Catalogue Design: Alex Wen
Artwork Courtesy of the Artist © Xiao Kegang

© 2023 Eli

Klein Gallery

No part of this publication may be reproduced or
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electronic or mechanical, including photocopy,
recording, or any other information storage
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