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Wang Liang-Yin
Desolate Octopod, 2018
Acrylic on canvas
55 1/8 x 76 3/8 inches (140 x 194 cm)



Painting from Taiwan

Born in 1953 in Changhua, Taiwan, Yang Mao-Lin graduated from the Fine Arts Department of China Culture University in 
1979. Yang Mao-Lin was a founding member and the first president of the Taipei School of Painting in 1985. In the early days of 
his creation through Taiwan’s turbulent 1980s, he broke through taboos and showed a strongly critical attitude. Brimming with 
tension, the exhilarating style of his paintings subtly corresponds to the realities of political and social transformation before and 
after the martial law in Taiwan in the 1980s. In the 1990s, after the “post-reliance”, in the face of the gradual formation of global-
ization, the entanglement between internationalization and localization was more complicated, and the focus of Yang Mao-Lin’s 
creation changed from political action to socio-economical aspects of the society. He then first started to use the title “MADE IN 
TAIWAN” to try to explore the possibilities of artistic forms and subject matter from the perspective of Taiwan’s politics, history, 
and culture.

Yang Mao-Lin’s work has been the subject of institutional solo exhibitions worldwide, including Hybrid and Metamorphosis 
— Yang Mao Lin’s Mythology, Changhua County Art Museum, Changhua, Taiwan (2018); YANG MAO-LIN: A Retrospective, 
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2016); Temple of Sublime Beauty–Hallelujah, Museum of Contemporary Art, Tai-
pei, Taiwan (2009); Temple of Sublime Beauty- Made in Taiwan, The 53th Venice Biennial Collateral Event, Sala S. Tommaso, S. 
Giovanni e Paolo, Venice, Italy (2009); Yang Mao-Lin Solo Exhibition, Melbourne Art Fair 2002, Melbourne, Australia (2002); 
Yang Mao-Lin Solo Exhibition, Tunghai University Art Gallery, Taichung, Taiwan (2000); The International of Taiwan’s Con-
temporary Art Vol. 6, MOMA Contemporary, Fukuoka, Japan (1999); Taoyuan Topography, Crown Art Center, Taipei, Taiwan 
(1996); Taoyuan Memorandum, Crown Art Center, Taipei, Taiwan (1994); Lily Memorandum, Crown Art Center, Taipei, Taiwan 
(1993); 101 Yang Mao-Lin One Man Show, Taiwan Provincial Fine Arts Museum, Taichung, Taiwan (1991); Made in Taiwan–I, 
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1990) and Behavior of Game, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1987).

Yang Mao-Lin’s major group exhibitions include Pioneers of the Avant- Garde Movement in Taiwan: From Li Chun-Shan to 
His Disciples, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2019); Asia in Asia - Close by Far Away Drums, Gyeo-
ngnam Art Museum, Changwon, Korea (2019); Taiwan Panegyric, Tainan Art Museum, Tainan, Taiwan (2019); ANiMAL - Art, 
Science, Nature, Society, Taichung City Seaport Art Center, Taichung, Taiwan (2019); Poson, Taitung Art Museum, Taitung, 
Taiwan (2018); Awakenings: Art in Society in Asia 1960s-1990s, The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, Japan; Nation-
al Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Seoul, Korea (2018); Fight Club – Hantoo 20th, Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts, 
Taipei, Taiwan (2018); 2050. A Brief History of the Future, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2018); 
Aggregation & Blooming: Artists Groups and the Development of Fine Arts in Taiwan, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, 
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Taichung, Taiwan (2017); A New Vision of Printmaking, Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts, Taipei, Taiwan (2017); Hardcore Rally 
with Hantoo Art Group, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2017); Traces: Sketch, manuscript & model 
of Hantoo Art Group, Arts Center of Hungkuang University, Taichung, Taiwan (2016); The Other. The Distance — Cross-Strait 
Contemporary Art Exchange, Museum of Art, Hubei, China; Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan (2014); Reap-
pearing the Glory — Thirty Years of Yilan Art Exhibitions, Yilan Museum of Art, Yilan, Taiwan (2014); Jie: Boundaries of Self in 
Contemporary Art from Taiwan 1995 - 2013, Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University, New York, USA (2014); The 
Pioneers of Taiwanese Artists, 1951 - 1960, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2014); Intersecting Vectors 
— Experimental Projects from the TFAM Collection, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2013); From Upending Reality 
to Creating Reality — Contemporary Taiwanese Art in the Post-Martial Law Era, Asia University Museum of Modern Art,
Taichung, Taiwan (2013); Horizon Realm: Contemporary Art from Taiwan, Tenri Cultural Institute, New York, USA (2012); 
Dolly M.E. Robinson Gallery of JSU, Jackson, Mississippi, USA (2013); Rolling! Visual Art in Taiwan, Seoul Museum of Art, 
Seoul, Korea (2013); Majestic Island — The Development of Modern Art in Taiwan 1911 - 2011, National Art Museum of China, 
Beijing, China; China Art Museum, Shanghai, China (2013); Unique Vision II: Highlights from the National Taiwan Museum of 
Fine Arts Collection, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2012); Manifestation of Homunculi, Kuandu 
Museum of Fine Arts, Taipei, Taiwan (2012); Republic of China — Republic without People (The 10th Taishin Arts Award Exhi-
bition), Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei, Taipei, Taiwan (2012); Time Games: Contemporary Appropriations of the Past, 
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2012); The Sentimental Boys! Hantoo Joint Exhibition, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine 
Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan (2011); Future Pass — From Asia to the World Collateral Event of the 54th, Venice Biennial, Abbazia di 
San Gregorio, Venice, Italy, Wereldmuseum, Rotterdam, The Netherlands, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, 
Taiwan, Today Art Museum, Beijing, China (2011); Republic of China–Republic without People, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine 
Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan (2011); Measurement of the Other — Contemporary Art from Taiwan, Soka Art Center Beijing, Beijing, 
China(2010); Amazement and Astonishment — Hantoo Art Group’s Adventure to the West, Chongqing Art Museum, Chongq-
ing, China (2010); Contemporary Art of Taiwan, Gyeongnam Art Museum, Changwon, Korea (2010); Continuation — Special 
Exhibition of LI Chun-Shen Modern Painting Award Winners, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2010); 
Animamix Biennial — Visual Attract & Attack, Museum of Contemporary Art,Taipei, Taiwan (2009); Viewpoints & Viewing 
Points – 2009 Asian Art Biennial, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2009); Mythologies of Contempo-
rary Art by Three Artists, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2009); Post Tough Little Guys — Hantoo Group Show, 
Hong-Gah Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2009); Jewels of 25 Years Museum Collection, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan 
(2009); Madden Reality–Post–Taipei Art Group, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2009); Reason’s Clue, Queens Muse-
um of Arts, New York, USA (2008); Shanghai MoCA Envisage II–Butterfly Dream, Museum of Contemporary Art Shanghai, 
Shanghai, China (2008); ORIGIN: The First Annual Moon River Sculpture Festival, Moon River MOCA, Beijing, China (2008); 
Second Vision, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2008); Animamix Hyper–Link, Moon River MOCA, 
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Beijing, China (2007); Compare–Contrast: Contemporary Art in Cross–strait, Song Zhuang Art Center, Beijing, China (2007); 
Styles of Radical Will — The Multiform Nineties: Taiwan’s Contemporary Art, Soka Art Center, Taipei, Taiwan (2007); 
MOU.I.KAI–The Exhibition by Handtoo Art Group 2007, Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts, Taipei, Taiwan (2007); Post–Martial 
Law vs. Post ’89–The Contemporary Art in TAIWAN and CHINA, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan 
(2007); Taiwan’s Art Branches Out, 1950–2000, National Art Museum of China, Beijing, China (2006); Artistic Development and 
Social Transition in Taiwan II: Formosa Mambo, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, Taiwan (2006); Taipei; Taipei 
Views and Points, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2006); 15 JAALA Biennial, Tokyo City Museum of Art, Tokyo, 
Japan (2006); Fiction @ Love /Ultra New Vision of Contemporary Art, Singapore Art Museum, Singapore, Singapore (2006); 
Macro Vision, Micro Analysis, Multiple Reflections–Contemporary Art in Taiwan since 1987, National Taiwan Museum of Fine 
Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2006); Fiction @ Love / Forever Young Land, Museum of Contemporary Art Shanghai, Shanghai, China 
(2006); Figurative Painting IN TAIWAN, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2005); MS 8+5 Hantoo Mambo, National 
Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2005); Contemporary Art from Taiwan at the Venice Biennale, 1995–2003, 
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2005); 2005 Kuandu Extravaganza Exhibition of Modern Art in Taiwan, Kuandu 
Museum of Fine Arts, Taipei, Taiwan (2005); The Multiform Nineties – Taiwan’s Art Branches Out, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, 
Taipei, Taiwan (2004); Fiction. Love–Ultra New Vision in Contemporary Art, Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei, Taipei, 
Taiwan (2004); The Transitional Eighties–Taiwan’s Art Breaks New Ground, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2004); 
Contemporary Taiwanese Art in Era of Contention, Herbert E. Johnson Museum of Art, Cornell University, New York, USA 
(2004); Contemporary Asian Artists from the Logan Collection, Denver Art Museum, Colorado, USA (2003); King Kong Touch 
Barbie, Hantoo Art Group, Hong - Gah Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (2003); Epoques de la Peinture Taïwanaise, Place de la porte 
d’Auteuil Cour SNCF, Paris, France; Montecatini Val di Cecina City Hall, Montecatini, Italy; Palazzo delle Prigioni, Venice, Italy; 
Shar jah Art Museum, United Arab Emirates (2003); Taiwan Fine Art Band Exhibition, Fukuoka Asian Museum, Fukuoka, Japan 
(2002); Waves Striking: One Hundred Years of Taiwanese Arts, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan, Kuan-
du Museum of Fine Arts, Taipei, Taiwan (2001); The Darker Side of Playland: Childhood Imagery from the Logan Collection, 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, USA (2000); Chi-Chi Ark Installation Exhibition, National Taiwan Muse-
um of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2000); Taiwanese Art and Social Relationship, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Kaohsiung, 
Taiwan (2000); Thanksgiving, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, Taiwan (2000); Visions of Pluralism: Contempo-
rary Art in Taiwan, 1988 - 999, National Art Museum of China, Beijing, China, National Museum of History, Taipei, Taiwan, Art 
Centers of Tsinghua U., Chiaotung U. and Hsin-Chu Teachers College, Hsinchu, Taiwan (2000); Ouh La La Kitsch, Teda Con-
temporary Art Museum, Tianjin, China (1999); The 14th Asia International Art Exhibition, Fukuoka Asian Art Museum, Fukuo-
ka, Japan (1999); Reflection and Reconsideration – 2.28 Commemorative Exhibition, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan 
(1998); Sadness Transformed: 2.28 Commemorative Exhibition, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1997); 1996 Taipei 
Biennial: The Quest for Identity - Identity and Memories, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1996); Taipei Modern Art 



Eli Klein Gallery

Exhibition, Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai, China (1996); The Speculation and Demonstration of Fine Arts in Taiwan, Taiwan 
Provincial Fine Arts Museum, Taichung, Taiwan (1995); Taiwanese Contemporary Art, Sidney Contemporary Art Museum, 
Sidney, Australia (1995); Looking through Lines, Dimension Endowment of Art, Taipei, Taiwan (1995); Taiwan Art: 1945–1993, 
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1993); The 6th Asian International Art Exhibition, Tagawa Museum of Art, Fukuoka, 
Japan (1992); The Power of Taiwan, Taipei Art Group, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1992); Message From Taipei, 
Hara Museum ARC, Tokyo, Japan (1992); 90 Sampling Exhibition, Dimensions Art Center, Taipei, Taiwan (1991); The Power 
Wind of Taipei, Galleria Museum, Seoul, Korea (1991); The 27th Asia Modern Art Exhibition, Ueno Royal Museum, Tokyo, 
Japan (1991); 300 Years of Fine Arts in Taiwan, Taiwan Provincial Fine Arts Museum, Taichung, Taiwan (1990); The Art Exhibi-
tion by Taipei Painting Group, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1989); Massage From Taipei, Hara Museum ARC, 
Tokyo, Japan (1989); Special Exhibition For the Artistic Development in Modern Times, National Museum of History, Taipei, 
Taiwan (1989); The Time and the Unprecedented Contemporary Arts in the R.O.C., Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan 
(1988); This Era & Creative Art, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1988); Chinese Art Development Exhibition, Taiwan 
Provincial Fine Arts Museum, Taichung, Taiwan (1988); Contemporary Art Trends in the republic of China 1988, Taipei Fine 
Arts Museum, Taiwan (1988); 1987 Modern Paintings Exhibition, Domestic Art Exhibition Center, Taipei, Taiwan (1987); The 
second Asian International Art Exhibition, National Museum of History, Taipei, Taiwan (1987); Chinese Contemporary Arts 
Exhibition,National Modern Art Museum, Seoul, Korea (1987); Chinese Art Development Exhibition, Taiwan Provincial Fine 
Arts Museum, Taichung, Taiwan (1987); Contemporary Art Trends in the R.O.C., Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan 
(1986); New Face of Modern Painting in the R.O.C., National Museum of History, Taipei, Taiwan (1986); Style 22 Exhibition, 
Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1986); Exhibition of New Representational Painting, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, 
Taiwan (1986); The new look of Chinese Modern Art 1987, National Museum of History, Taipei, Taiwan (1986); Kunsan Interna-
tional Arts Exhibition, Museum of Kusan National University, Kusan, Korea (1985); New painting Exhibition, Taipei Fine Arts 
Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1985); The First Art Exhibition by Taipei Painting Group, Domestic Art Exhibition Center, Taipei, 
Taiwan (1985), and Contemporary Trends in Chinese Art, Taipei Fine Arts Museum, Taipei, Taiwan (1984). 

Yang Mao-Lin’s works have been collected by major museums including Denver Art Museum, Fukuoka Asian Museum, Kaoh-
siung Museum of Fine Art, Long Museum, National Taiwan Museum of Art, Sanlin Television Charity Foundation, Taipei Fine 
Art Museum, Wen Shew Collections and Yeh Rong Jai Culture & Art Foundation among others. He was awarded the Grand Prize 
of Hk Arts Centre 30th Anniversary in 1999 and Grand Prize of Sovereign Art Prize in 1991.

Yang Mao-Lin currenty lives and works in Taiwan.
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Yang Mao-Lin
Wanderers of the Abyssal Darkness. The Bigeye L1802, 2018

Oil and acrylic on canvas
85 7/8 x 57 inches (218 x 145 cm)
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Yang Mao-Lin
Wanderers of the Abyssal Darkness. Crestfish L1904, 2019

Oil and acrylic on canvas
85 7/8 x 57 inches (218 x 145 cm)
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