


Sing Tao Daily’s report of Chasing Flames 
 

Eli Klein Fine art, one of few galleries specialized in Chinese Contemporary Art 
in New York, has recently presented a group show, “Chasing Flames”. This exhibition 
includes some latest oil paintings and screen prints by 15 outstanding contemporary 
artists, such as Yang Qian, Fang Lijun, Feng ZhengJie, Guo Wei and Luo Brothers. This 
exhibition is open to public to view.  

 
As Nan Nan, the director of Eli Klein, indicated, the Chinese Contemporary Art 

market has been booming along with the fast-growing China. Moreover, Chinese 
Contemporary art has exploded in the international art market ever than before. This 
group show has all-directionally represented current bursting imprints of Chinese 
Contemporary art within the international art world through presenting 15 famous 
Chinese contemporary artists, including Chen Danqing, Fang Lijun, Feng Zheng Jie, Guo 
Wei, Luo Brothers, Qi Zhilong, Qin Feng, Wang Guangyi, Xia Xing, Yang Qian, Yang 
Shaobin, Zhang Dali, Zhang Xiaogang and Zhou Chunya. Therefore, Eli Klein Fine Art 
specially names this group show “Chasing Flames”. 

 
Nan Nan said that from ‘85 New Wave to the art criticism of post-Cultural 

Revolution, then to the more sarcastic works of Cynical Realism and Political Pop after 
Tiananmen event, the number of self-depictive pieces has rapidly increased in the recent 
years. Subject matters include rethinking of the artists towards the dramatic changes of 
social economy, consumerism and globalization. Nan Nan also mentioned that the works 
in “Chasing Flames” have leaped over the development and historical procedure in 
Chinese Contemporary art over the past 30 years. The mentality of mass and the 
psychological self-adjustment of individual artists under the current social situation are 
all reflected in the unique creation of works by each artist in this exhibition. 

 
Yang Qian, who is known for his seductive oil painting of figures dissolving into 

steam and water under the reflection of light in bedroom, presents his oil painting 
Waterdrop and Diamond No. 29 (under normal light) in “Chasing Flames”.  The painting 
is conveyed in overall cool tone of green, blue and grey, which contrarily arouses a heart-
warming feeling in the observer’s heart. Yang Qian’s painting is full of poetic 
atmosphere and absolutely worth viewing in person.  

 
The works by the 15 artists in this exhibition can be divided into two types: prints 

and oil paintings. Due to Nan Nan’s flexible arrangement for the space, the exhibition 
will be divided into two parts on separated floors: paintings will be showcased on the first 
gallery level and a collection of the artists’ new print productions will be on display on 
the lower level. This two-part exhibition space, which is rarely seen in Soho district, has 
given a perfect visual presentation of the works. 

 
 “Chasing Flame” is on view at Eli Klein Fine Art from today, September 26 

through November 15, 2009. The address is 462 West Broadway, Manhattan. The gallery 
opens from 11am  to 7pm everyday. For further information, please contact the gallery at 
212-255-4388 or email info@EKfineart.com 
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